
SOA 111 Spring 2011     Due by 5pm on Tuesday Feb 8th 

 

Primate Fact Sheets 
 

You and your group members will create a fact sheet for an extant species of primate. These fact 

sheets should be submitted as a post on the course blog, and we will compare the data from them 

in class as we try to understand how human traits have developed. Some students will also use 

this data for their final papers, so it is important to be thorough and detailed in your work. 

 

Collecting your data: 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES: You must have at least three sources. These must include at 

least one book BESIDES your textbook and one academic journal article. We will see many 

good reference books when we visit the library on Tuesday. 

 

If you have difficulty finding information about your primate talk to a reference librarian or me 

and we will try to help you out. 

 

 

Your factsheet should include ALL of the following information: 
 

Taxonomic Classification of your primate (from the family to the species) 

 

Common Name of your primate 

 

Physical Description:  

Male/Female Height/Weight, physical description (color, hairyness, etc..), distinguishing 

characteristics (colored patches, noses, beards, etc…), brain size (usually given in cubic 

centimeters or ccs), dentition (tooth formula), method of locomotion (swinging, knuckle 

walking, walking on four feet, etc…). 

 

Geographic location and range of the species 

(What countries is it found it, what type of environment, how much area does a troop cover) 

 

Diet:  

What % of the diet is fruit, leaves, meat, etc…Is your species classified as an herbivore? 

Insectivore? Etc…How does your species acquire food (gathering, hunting)? How much time 

each day is spent in food gathering? 

 

Social Organization:  

Avg. group size, composition (males, females, elders, infants); Mating system (monogamy, 

polyandry, etc…); dominance patterns & practices (how do they determine who is the alpha 

male, alpha female); territoriality (do they share space with other troops? Make calls to show an 

area is theirs? Fight?) 

 

 



Reproduction:  

Birth Seasonality (are babies only born during a certain time of year), gestation length (how long 

is mother pregnant), number of infants/litter, interbirth interval (how much time between babies), 

age of sexually maturity, how long are estrus swellings present? 

 

Parental Care:  

Age at weaning? Age of walking? offspring stay with mothers until what age. Relationships 

between mothers and offspring exist for how many yrs?, evidence of infanticide? What kind of 

infant/father relationships? 

 

Language/Communication Abilities:  

Does the species communicate with noises? Scents? Visual cues? What kinds? Does the species 

have the ability to learn sign language? 

 

Evidence of Culture:  

do parents teach infants behaviors? Are there different behaviors between groups? 

 

Web sites:  

Include links to at least two websites about your primate.   

 

Photo/picture: 

Include at least one photo or video of your primate (remember copyright information)  

 

Other topics of special interest:  

If there is something unique about your species, or something you find particularly interesting, 

please include it! 

 

 

Posting your Primate Fact Sheet:  
 Only one of your group members needs to post the factsheet. 

 

 Format: This is a fact sheet, not an essay.  You do not need to write in complete 

paragraphs; bullet points are fine.  Just be sure that the information is clearly labeled (i.e. do not 

just write ’45 pounds’ because people outside of class will not know what that means. Instead 

write: Average male weight: 45 pounds). Like your previous project, use Bold Headlines to 

distinguish your sections, and be sure to include a clear Citations section at the end of the fact 

sheet. This should be a post that someone can search quickly for information. 

 

 Categorize your post: When you are creating the post, on the right hand side of the 

dashboard you will see ‘Categories’ as an option.  Click on the category ‘Primate Fact Sheets’ so 

that other students will be able to find your fact sheet easily.  If you would also like to ‘tag’ your 

fact sheet you can – those are also on the right side.  The blog has a tag cloud with some 

common terms.  You might put the name of your primate, physicalanthropology, primatology, 

etc…. 

 

 



Evaluation: 
  Evaluation forms will be handed out to everyone.  Each individual group member should 

complete an evaluation form electronically or on paper and turn it in to me.  If you do not 

complete an evaluation it will affect your grade, but not your group mates.  The evaluation sheet 

is a way for you to let me know if certain group members were not pulling their weight, or to tell 

me if someone did an exceptionally great job. 

 

Grading:  
 20% of your grading comes from having good bibliographic sources, working links, 

correct spelling and grammar, and the right taxonomic information.  The other 80% is based on 

having all of the information present and accurate, it is about 10% per major topic. 


