
SOA 111 – Introduction to Anthropology    Winter 2011 
Tu/Th 10-11:20 
109 SAC 
 
Instructor: Megan M. McCullen 
Office: 230 SAC 
e-mail: mccullenmm@alma.edu 
phone: x-7209 
twitter: @glethnohistory 
Office Hours: Tu/Th 2:30-4:30 and by appointment 
 
Description: 
  Introduction to Anthropology is a survey course that gives students an 
introduction to the broad field of anthropology, with particular understanding of the four 
traditional subfields: cultural anthropology, linguistic anthropology, physical 
anthropology and archaeology.  This course is designed to be experiential – students will 
participate in several activities that will give them a feel for the methods and analysis 
done by professional anthropologists. The vast array of topics covered in this course are 
unified by an understanding that humans are a mixture of both biological and cultural 
traits.  An anthropological approach to the study of humans allows us to consider how our 
biology and culture interact and develop over time. 
 
Course Objectives:  

• Students will understand the biological and cultural development of our species 
over time and develop an appreciation for the shared traits of all humanity, along 
with the developments of unique cultures. 

• Students will master the scientific method and use it to test hypotheses about 
human traits. 

• Students will sample a variety of methods used by anthropologists. 
• Students will collect, interpret and synthesize a variety of anthropological data 
• Students will understand how their  interpretations of other cultures tend to be 

based on their own personal traditions 
• Students will recognize how an anthropological approach to cultures is valuable 

in different careers 
 
Required Textbooks: 
 
Anthropology: The Human Challenge (13e). Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
Haviland, Prins, Walrath & McBride.  978-0-495-81084-1. 
 
Classic Readings in Cultural Anthropology (2e). Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
Ferraro, editor. 978-9-495-50736-9. 
 
Tears of the Desert: One Woman’s True Story of Surviving the Horrors of Darfur. Bashir. 
 
 



Grading: 
 
2 exams worth 20% each    40% 
4 quizzes worth 5% each    20% 
Final Paper Project     10% 
Data Collection Assignments    10% 
Other Short Assignments    15% 
Participation      5% 
 
Total       100% 
 
 
A  93-100   A/B 89-92 
B 83-88   B/C 79-82 
C 73-78   C/D 69-72 
D 60-68 
E <60% 
 
 
 
Grading Details: 
 
Exams – 20% each 
 
Examinations in this course will each cover one half of the course material.  Each 
examination will include one essay, some short answer questions and multiple choice 
questions. 
 
Quizzes – 5 % each 
 
Four quizzes will be given during the course of the term, covering the material we have 
read and discussed since the last quiz or exam.  Quizzes will be primarily true-false, short 
answer and fill in the blank questions. 
 
Short Assignments – 15% 
 
In an effort to avoid being armchair anthropologists, this course will have several short 
homework assignments, many of which require you to try your hand at techniques used 
by anthropologists.  A tentative list of these assignments is included in your course 
schedule, but assignments may be added or deleted as the term goes on, if necessary. 
Each assignment will be given a point value as it is assigned – those that require more 
work will be worth more points. Late assignments will lose 10% of their grade for 
every day they are late.  Materials handed in after the class period, on the same day as 
they are due, are treated as one day late. 
 
 
 



Data Collection Assignments – 10% 
 
There will be two projects in this course that require you to collect data that will be used 
by other students for their final paper projects. Therefore good collection of this data is 
very important.  For the first data collection project you will work with two other students 
to research a particular primate and post a blog summarizing the data you have found.  
For the second data collection you will work independently to collect data about a 
particular anthropological topic from Tears of the Desert and post these notes on the 
blog. More information on each of these data collection projects will become available as 
the class progresses. 
 
Final Paper Project – 10% 
 
For your final paper, students may choose from one of two paper projects, depending on 
your preference for physical or cultural anthropology.   
 Option 1 – Biocultural Research Paper 
  For this paper, students will explore a trait that is unique to humans (such 
as spoken language, bipedalism or advanced intelligence), and use the scientific method 
to explain how and why this trait developed.  Students will use the primate data collected 
by their classmates to examine our evolutionary adaptations as primates, to explain what 
aspects of this trait appear to be unique to humans, and what other primates may share 
aspects of this trait.  Students will also use their textbook to examine the fossil and 
archaeological evidence to support their hypothesis. 
 Option 2 – Cultural Anthropological Paper 
  For this paper, students will attempt to explain a particular aspect of life in 
Sudanese culture.  Students will develop an anthropological research question and use 
data collected by their fellow students, along with at least one outside source, to explain 
this aspect of life in Sudan.  Students will also use their textbooks to explain the topics 
they are researching, and to get a broader feel for some of the social causes of the cultural 
trends they are documenting. 
 
Participation – 5% 
 
This course is designed to have lots of hands on activities and class interaction. While 
attendance will not be taken daily, I will occasionally have students do in-class 
assignments which will not be graded, but will be used for attendance.  
 
 
 
Late Assignments and Make Up Policy 
 
Assignments will lose 10% of the grade for every day they are late, and assignments turned 
in after I have dismissed the class will count as one day late.  Students that need to miss class 
for any reason must turn their assignments in early to receive full credit for them.  All make-
up exams will be essay exams.  If you need to miss an exam, let me know as early as possible, 
and definitely before the exam occurs.  If you do not contact me until after the exam, I may 
choose not to let you take a make up exam. 



 
 
Students with Disabilities 
 
Any students with disabilities that will need accommodations during the course of the 
semester, please let me know during the first week of courses.  
 
Academic Honesty 
 
Alma’s policy on academic integrity applies to this class, and may be found in the student 
catalog.  Examples of academic dishonesty include: cheating, copying, purchasing papers or 
misrepresenting others words as your own.  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in 
any form and will result in an automatic zero for the assignment and a report of the 
incident to the Provost’s Office.  If the cheating and/or plagiarism are on a level severe 
enough, I reserve the right to assign a grade of zero for the course.  If you have any 
questions or uncertainty about what counts as plagiarism, do not hesitate to ask me. By 
turning in an assignment you automatically give unspoken agreement that you have read and 
understand the plagiarism policy, and will thus be held accountable. (In the vein of academic 
honesty, let me cite Dr. Maria Raviele’s 2009 syllabus for the above paragraph). 
 



Preliminary Course Schedule 
 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
1/11 Introduction to 

Class/Anthropology 
 Blog Definition 

1/13 Evolution Ch 2 H  
1/18 
 

Paleoanthropology 
Our lineage: fossil primates 

Ch 6 H Primate Research 
Project 

1/20 Primatology 
LIBRARY DAY  

Ch 3 H  

1/25 
Quiz 1 

Our lineage: extant primates   

1/27 Our lineage: fossil hominids; 
dating technniques 

Ch 7, P 114-
118 H 

 

2/1 Demography 
 

Supplement 
Ch 8 F 

Cemetery Project 

2/3 Osteology 
Forensic Anthropology 

  

2/8 Introduction to Archaeology 
Lab day 

Ch 5 H  Trash Assignment 

2/10 
Quiz 2  

Hominid archaeology Ch 8 H 
 

 

2/15 Migration out of Africa and 
beyond 

Ch 9 H UNESCO 
Assignment 

2/17 
 

Subsistence Practices, Rise of 
City-States 

Ch 9 F 
Ch 10 H 
Ch 11 H 

 

2/22 Case Studies in Archaeology  Bashir Assignment 
2/24 Midterm   
3/1   SPRING BREAK 
3/3  P 1 B SPRING BREAK 
3/8 Race Ch 12 H  
3/10 Intro to Cultural Anthropology Ch 1, 2 F 

Ch 15 H 
P 2 B 

Nacirema 
Assignment 

3/15 Economics & Exchange, Social 
Organization 

Ch 5-6 F 
Ch 19 H 

 

3/17 Kinship & Families Ch 20-21 H 
Ch 7 F 
P 3 B 

Kinship Chart 

3/22 
Quiz 3 
 

Identity Ch 10 F 
Ch 17 H 
Ch 22 H 

 



 
3/24 Religion, Magic, Witchcraft, 

Ritual 
Ch 24 H 
Ch 13 F 
Ch 14 F 
P 4 B 

 

3/29 Health and Medicine 
K. Ibrahim Guest Speaker 

Supplement  

3/31 
 

Origins of Language, What is a 
language, what is not 

CH 16 H Linguistic Obs. 
Assignment 

4/5  
Quiz 4 

Historical Linguistics & 
Language Change 

Supplement  

4/7   HONORS DAY 
4/12 Language and Culture  Supplement  
4/14 Non-verbal communication; 

Language & Identity 
Ch 4 F  

4/18 Final Paper due by 5pm   
4/20 Final Exam 2-4pm  
    
    
 
 


